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Apollo-Soyuz orbiter and designed a 
breakthrough camera used to capture 
iconic images of a rocket separation on 
Apollo 6 in 1968. 

As an African American in an indus-
try with few people of color at the 
time, Mr. Jacobs faced significant dif-
ficulties, including unequal pay and, 
often, unfair treatment. 

Now Mr. Jacobs serves as the role 
model he never had for himself, show-
ing young people of color what they 
can achieve in the face of racism, dis-
crimination, and inequality of oppor-
tunity, and calling for action to ad-
dress injustices that still exist today. 

He told the San Diego Union Tribune: 
‘‘It’s important to be a pioneer, but I 
want people to understand that while 
we appreciate the progress, things need 
to be done to address the inequality. 
That’s something that was there when 
I started and it’s still happening today 
right up to the very top level of our 
government.’’ 

Mr. Jacobs’ story has helped high-
light other ‘‘Hidden Figures’’ who have 
gone without recognition, particularly 
people of color and women, for their ex-
traordinary contributions to our coun-
try. 

I have no doubt that Mr. Jacobs’ ef-
forts to touch the lives of young people 
and address inequality has had a pro-
found impact on our community and 
will continue to do so. 

Shelby Jacobs is an inspiration to me 
and so many others, and I am proud to 
call him our first Constituent of the 
Month. 

f 

WORKING FOR THOSE WITHOUT A 
LOBBYIST OR PAC 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. TRONE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. TRONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge my colleagues to support 
H.R. 1, the For the People Act. 

I ran for Congress to be a voice for 
those without a powerful PAC or a spe-
cial interest group to represent them. 

The wealthy and connected, they will 
be fine. 

For the people is who we are here to 
fight for: for the people who are suf-
fering from the addiction epidemic, for 
the people who are living with diseases 
with no cure, and for the people who 
are targeted by a broken criminal jus-
tice system that is anything but just. 
These people don’t have a PAC. These 
people, they don’t have a lobbyist. 

We won’t be able to help those people 
until we end the corruption and fix our 
democracy. That is why I am sup-
porting the For the People Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge our colleagues to 
send this bill to the President’s desk so 
we can get to work on behalf of those 
without a lobbyist, without a PAC. 
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2018: A BAD YEAR FOR CHILDREN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, when 
Speaker PELOSI took the gavel on Jan-
uary 3, she was surrounded by children, 
and as she brought down the gavel to 
commence the 116th Congress, these 
were her words: ‘‘I now call the House 
to order on behalf of all of America’s 
children.’’ 

The importance of Speaker PELOSI’s 
words cannot be overstated. Last year 
was horrendous for children in our 
country. 

If we look at gun violence or immi-
gration or healthcare or poverty relief, 
children suffered last year under the 
Trump administration and a Repub-
lican Congress. 

On February 14, 2018, a gunman 
walked into Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las High School in Parkland, Florida, 
to commit mass murder; 17 people were 
killed, another 17 were injured, and 
most of them were children. 

The Parkland shooting wasn’t the 
first school shooting in our Nation’s 
history, and it wasn’t the last. But the 
Parkland students, standing on the 
shoulders of student leaders before 
them, stood up and marched. They 
bound together in an intersectional, 
nationwide movement to demand that 
Congress and the President do some-
thing to make our country safer. 

Unfortunately, their pleas fell on 
deaf ears. The President and his admin-
istration were too inept or too cow-
ardly to confront the NRA. And be-
cause my colleagues across the aisle 
were too inept or too cowardly to con-
front the NRA, we witnessed prevent-
able shooting after preventable shoot-
ing. 

Then, when the Trump administra-
tion finally did release its School Safe-
ty Comission report, it completely ig-
nored evidence-based violence and pre-
vention strategies. Instead, the report 
suggested rolling back civil rights pro-
tections for students and making guns 
more easily accessible in schools. 

Look, there is a commonality among 
the mass shootings in America’s 
schools: easy access to firearms. But 
rather than address the root cause of 
school shootings, the Trump adminis-
tration suggested that we put guns in 
classrooms, as if teachers are security 
guards and schools are prisons. Nobody 
thinks that is a good idea except for 
the NRA. 

Meanwhile, educators across the 
country are clamoring for funding to 
install new locks on classroom doors, 
harden school entryways, and secure 
school facilities. 

The 116th Congress was called into 
order on behalf of all children because 
Democrats will listen to teachers and 
students—not the NRA. That is why we 
passed two bills in February to insti-
tute universal background checks and 
close the Charleston loophole. That is 
why I introduced the Safer Neighbor-
hoods Gun Buyback Act: to save chil-
dren’s lives. 

We were called into order on behalf of 
all children, including those who are at 
our borders. 

Under the Trump administration and 
Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen, both of 
whom were empowered by my col-
leagues across the aisle, the United 
States of America ripped children away 
from their parents and put them in 
cages. 

Ripping children away from their 
parents and lying about it to the Amer-
ican people was evil, plain and simple, 
and it should have ended Secretary 
Nielsen’s career. I feel Secretary 
Nielsen is incompetent, inept, and is 
not up to the task of securing the 
homeland’s safety. Anyone who would 
put children in cages, fenced cages, 
taken from their parents can just not 
be trusted. 

President Trump’s deplorable, inhu-
man attempt to change our immigra-
tion system has killed people. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

DEMOCRATS ARE LIVING UP TO 
OUR COMMITMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Mexico (Mr. LUJÁN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LUJÁN. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
to stand before you today in strong 
support of H.R. 1. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to start by 
thanking Congressman SARBANES, 
Speaker PELOSI, Chairwoman ZOE LOF-
GREN, and my colleagues for their work 
on this issue. 

H.R. 1 is historic legislation. It will 
restore transparency in our govern-
ment and put the power back in the 
hands of the people. 

It will reduce the role of dark money 
in politics and make it easier to vote. 

Perhaps most importantly, it will re-
affirm that this is the people’s House 
and our work here is for them. There 
could be nothing more fundamentally 
important than that. 

Too many have lost faith in the proc-
ess; too many have lost faith in their 
government. They look around and 
wonder who is on their side, who is 
fighting for them. They see rules 
rigged against them, and every day it 
gets harder and harder for their neigh-
bor to buy insulin or for their daughter 
to shake off the incredible burdens of 
student loan debt. 

This legislation, H.R. 1, is an impor-
tant step in how we stand up for our 
communities and for the people. It is a 
tool that allows us to act on the many 
issues impacting working men and 
women, the family that I was raised in. 

It will also give Americans a greater 
voice in their government. This legisla-
tion will allow automatic voter reg-
istration and create a national holiday 
for election day. 

I am also proud to submit an amend-
ment to H.R. 1 that will expand elec-
tion infrastructure grants to promote 
voter participation, secure our elec-
tions, and increase funding for these ef-
forts to engage all parts of our society 
in our democracy. 
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